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Purpose

-What a successful reader means

-You to go away having an understanding of what phonics is and 
how we teach children to read at High View. 

-An overview of the phonics phases your child will be covering 
this year.

- High View’s reading expectations 

- Ideas of how to support your child at home



Reading underpins the whole 
curriculum. A good reader will have 
more success across the curriculum.



What does it mean to be a good reader?

fluency + language comprehension = successful reading 



Fluency is not reading fast.

It’s about pacing. 

Phrases chunks of text together.

Responding to punctuation.

Noticing when it doesn't make 

sense and rereading 

What do we mean by fluency?



Language comprehension is how well a child understands words, 

sentences, and stories. It’s their ability to make sense of what 

someone says or what they read.

How young children develop it:

•Listening to stories

•Talking with adults

•Learning new words

•Asking and answering questions

•Playing and interacting with others

•Hearing rich language in everyday routines

Language comprehension?



Phonics teaches children how to decode words. 

It is the first step towards reading fluently. 



What is Phonics?

Phonics is the recommended way of teaching children how to read and write. 
It’s probably not how you learnt to read- remembering whole words. 
Children learn that letters make sounds. They are then taught to blend these sounds together to read 
words.
Let me model it to you.  

sound buttons 



Phonics at High View  

We follow our own phonics scheme at High View and follow a whole class model. 

Frequency of lessons 

• From nursery to year 2, phonics is explicitly taught every day up to 30 minutes. 
• Year 3 consolidate Phase 6 spelling rules 15minx3 a week

Phonics is a huge part of children’s daily diet at school. Not just within phonics 
lessons but throughout the day, all day. Children read in every subject.



Phonic Screening Check Results at High View  

Children take a phonics reading check at the end of year 1 to assess their level of understanding. They 
are asked to read 40 words in total. 

High View’s phonics screening results: 

2025 98% National 81%

2024 88% National 80%

2023 90% National 79%  

2022 88% National 75%



Phases of Phonics

There are 6 phases of phonics all together.

Phases 1 to 4 are covered in reception
Phase 5 is covered in year 1 
Phase 6 in year 2

Phase 1

Phase 2

Phase 3 

Phase 4

Phase 5

Phase 6 



Phase 1 

Has already been taught in class.  



Phase 1

Focuses on developing children's speaking and listening skills. Listening is key to being able to 
read because children must be able to hear the difference between sounds, otherwise they’ll never 
be able to blend sounds together to hear words. 

cat, pat, rat 

How you can continue to support Phase 1 

• Alliteration game. Objects, words that begin with g for example: take it in turns to name them.

• Sing nursery rhymes. Discuss what part of these words sound the same. Example dig and pig it’s the ig 
part. Humpty Dumpty 

• Eye spy is a fun way of introducing initial sounds. Ask them to guess using the sound the letter makes not 
the name of the letter. 

Children cannot move onto Phase 2, where letters are 
introduced, until Phase 1 is secure.

• Your child’s class teacher has been spending time 
covering Phase 1 and feel the children are now ready 
to move on. 



Other phase 1 

resources/games

username: highview

password: phonics 



Phase 2 

The Phase your child is working on.

The introduction of letters and the sounds 
they make.



Phase 2-

In Phase 2, the children are shown letters and are taught to say, read and write them. 

They are taught the first 5 sets of sounds.* Sounds are not taught in alphabetical order.

The phonics books the children have started taking home match the sets of sounds they have been taught 
and know. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DIp

cahxNSU4

• Importance of correct pronunciation. Right and wrong examples 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DIpcahxNSU4


At the end of Phase 2 children can read 

words like…



Phase 2 Tricky Words 

• Every phase introduces children to reading some ‘tricky’ words. 

• Tricky words have to be learnt by sight, as whole words, as they cannot be sounded out. (use 
this language with your child)

• Watch when I try. was the



Phase 3 

From around February 2025

The next set of sounds are taught. Consisting 
mostly of digraphs



Phase 3

During Phase 3, children build on their 
knowledge of Phase 2 and are taught to 
read more complex words. 

Phase 2



Phase 3
You can see on the sound mat 
that there are lots of digraphs 
and some trigraphs to learn. 

Digraph- 2 letters making one 
sound
Trigraph- 3 letters making one 
sound

They also learn the next set of 
tricky words- those that cannot 
be sounded out. 

Pronunciations 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a8POhX8RXNk&t=294s From 4.49

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a8POhX8RXNk&t=294s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a8POhX8RXNk&t=294s


Phase 4 

From June 2024

The shortest phase. Children continue to build on their 

knowledge of Phase 2 and 3. 



Phase 4 Summer  

There are no new sounds or letters to learn in Phase 4.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VR_IgfIgz10



Phase 4 Summer  
During Phase 4, children will practise the 
instant recall of the sounds they know. 
Quicker more fluent reading is the aim, with 
less sounding out.

A child who can read fluently will take more 
enjoyment from reading and understand more 
than a child whose focus is just on sounding 
out.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VR_IgfIgz10



Yearly Outline of Phases 1-4

Week by week

May change slightly depending 

on the cohort of children and if 

some learning takes more or 

less time to embed. 



Questions about phases?



Newsletter 

The year group newsletter you receive weekly via email confirms the sounds your child will be working on that week.

Having a discussion with your child before they encounter the sounds at school really helps to support your child. It’s a confidence 
boost for most children as they will come into school having seen this sound or tricky words beforehand. 



Assessment  

This year we have introduced the online platform ‘Phonics Tracker’ to assess your child’s phonics knowledge.

Going forward, we will not be reporting your child’s phonics attainment in the same way. 

As you will be aware, your child’s weekly / fortnightly newsletter outlines the sounds and tricky words that are going 

to be taught. 

Every child will be assessed on the sounds taught by their class teacher or teaching assistant. Going forward, only 

gaps in your child’s knowledge will be shared with you. If there are gaps in your child’s knowledge, as well as being 

supported at school, they will be given additional learning resources to complete at home. You will find these 

resources in their bags. Examples below:



Reading Expectations 

We cannot teach children to read without you. 

Reading to you gives your child a chance to practise and to 

improve their reading skills.



Book bands 
Children are given books with the sounds 
they know in. Our set books match the 
order we teach the sounds in.  

They should not struggle to read. 
Struggling does not build confidence or 
a love of reading

Children should be able to read 90% of the 
words in their book fluently. It should be 
easy! 

We would expect children to be Set 12 
readers but the end of reception. 



Monday Blended book 

Tuesday X

Wednesday Blended book 

Thursday Branching out 

Friday Blended book 

Blended book- matched to your child’s current phonic level. 

Branching out- not phonics based but chosen by your child from the 

book corner out of interest and develop their love of reading. Your child 

will likely need support to read them. 



Reading

• We expect your child to read 5 times a week. Aim for 10 minutes as 

soon as your child is ready. 

• Please note any reading in your child’s log book. Just a note to say they’ve read is fine. 

Don’t worry about what to write if nothing comes to mind. 

• We do keep track of how often children read. A child who reads every 

day is awarded team points at the end of each week. 

• If we notice a child is not reading at home, school procedure is to send a 

reminder letter home. 

• If there is a problem with reading 5x a week, please let your child’s class 

teacher know so that they can support you.

• Reading logs are collected in and checked on Fridays so please ensure 

they are in your child’s bookbag.



Reread sentences 
• When reading at home with your child, encourage them to 

sound out words they are not sure of rather than guess. 

(Remember they are taking books with sounds they know in 

home so should be able to sound out most of the words 

inside.)  

• Encourage your child to reread sentences back fluently once 

they have decoded/sounded them out. 

• It is also great practise for children to read the same book 

more than once. This builds their confidence and enjoyment. 

They feel like readers!



Books for home 
If you want to buy phonics based books to keep at home we recommend 

Dandelion series

https://www.phonicbooks.co.uk/product-category/beginner-readers/dandelion-readers/

Letters and Sounds

https://www.tts-group.co.uk/junior-learning-letters-and-sounds-book-collection-phase-2/1014934.html

https://www.phonicbooks.co.uk/product-category/beginner-readers/dandelion-readers/
https://www.tts-group.co.uk/junior-learning-letters-and-sounds-book-collection-phase-2/1014934.html


Other Phonics Resources- School website

https://www.highviewprimary.org.uk/term-dates-school-

hours/ 



How to support at home

If you do nothing else, hear your 

child read 5x a week and read to 

them!
Parent Readers in School- email 

office@highview.school



• Watching Alphablocks on BBC iPlayer is a good resource 



Example of a Phase 2 Activity

Available at phonicsplay.com 
Online resources 



Useful Links

• www.readingeggs.co.uk www.ictgames.com

• www.phonicsplay.co.uk http://www.northwood.org.uk/phonics.htm

• www.ictgames.com/literacy.html
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/wordsandpictures/phonics/

• https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachme
nt_data/file/190599/Letters_and_Sounds_-_DFES-00281-2007.pdf

http://www.readingeggs.co.uk/
http://www.ictgames.com/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.northwood.org.uk/phonics.htm
http://www.ictgames.com/literacy.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/wordsandpictures/phonics/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/190599/Letters_and_Sounds_-_DFES-00281-2007.pdf


How to create a literacy rich home 

environment. They will do what you do. 

• Establish a regular time to hear them read and you read to them

• Keep a variety of reading materials at hand

• Store books/materials in places children can access

• Get a library card and visit

• Share your love of books with them/advertise the joy of reading!

• Have paper and writing tools available along side

• Model reading and writing for pleasure

• Make time for conversations about books and reading

• Orally modelling breaking words up (segmenting) do this in your daily routine e.g. “Can you tidy your r-oo-m?” or 
“can you come and s-i-t down?”

• Make or buy an alphabet poster.

• Put the tricky words up and read them together daily.



Games and ideas 
• Say a word and encourage your child to listen to the sounds in the word

• Using magnetic letters to build words and read them 

• Make some tricky word flash cards to practise at home. Try hiding them and 
asking your children if they can find the words. 

• When reading together at home, ask if they can find the word on the page. What 
does it begin with? 

• Play ‘I spy’, using letter names as well as sounds.

• Set a timer. Call out one word at a time and get your child to spell it on a magic 
board or a small whiteboard, against the timer – remember, they can use magnetic 
letters.

• Play ‘Pairs’, turning over two words at a time trying to find a matching pair – great 
for tricky words



Any questions?

Reading underpins the whole 

curriculum. A confident and 

fluent reader will have more 

success across the curriculum.


