Nursery Phonics Coverage

By the end of Phase 1 phonics, children should be able to listen attentively to a range of sounds in their environment, in spoken language, and in music. They
should be able to discriminate between different types of sounds, including environmental sounds (such as rain or a car engine), instrumental sounds, body
percussion (like clapping or stamping), and a variety of voice sounds. Children should also be confident in recognising and joining in with rhymes and rhyming
games, as well as recognising and generating alliteration (e.g., “big brown bear”). They should begin to develop an awareness of how sounds form words by
orally blending and segmenting simple words (e.g., hearing that /c/ /a/ /t/ makes "cat"). Overall, they should have developed strong listening and attention
skills, laying the foundation for the more formal phonics work introduced in Phase 2.

The 7 aspects of Phase 1 Phonics are taught across the year _

Environmental sounds to raise children's awareness of the sounds around them and to develop their listening skills. Children use clip boards in the garden
ticking off sounds heard, e.qg. listening for different transport.

Instrumental sounds to develop children's awareness of sounds made by various instruments and noise makers. Activities include comparing and matching
sound makers, playing instruments alongside a story and making loud and quiet sounds.

Body percussion to develop children's awareness of sounds and rhythms. Activities include singing songs and action rhymes, listening to music and
developing a sounds vocabulary. Children play with musical instruments and distinguish between different types of sounds.

(Note: Children must be able to discriminate sounds in order to access Phase 2 Letters and Sounds in Reception.)

Rhythm and rhyme

develop children's appreciation and experiences of rhythm and rhyme in speech. Activities include rhyming stories, rhyming bingo, clapping out the syllables
in words and odd one out.

Voice sounds
children distinguish between different vocal sounds and to begin oral blending and segmenting Lots of word play games which children categorise objects
into different sounds. Eg. ‘s’ and ‘a’ and know that snake starts with a ‘s’ phoneme.

Children begin to hear and identify initial sounds in words.

Alliteration The focus is on initial sounds of words, with activities including I-Spy type games and matching objects which begin with the same sound.
Children begin to hear and identify initial sounds in words.

Oral blending and segmenting (To practise oral blending, the teacher could say some sounds, such as /c/-/u/-/p/ and see whether the children can pick out a
cup from a group of objects. For segmenting practise, the teacher could hold up an object such as a sock and ask the children which sounds they can hear
in the word sock.)




Reception Phonics coverage

By the end of Phase 4 phonics, Reception children should be able to blend and segment longer words that include adjacent consonants, such as CVCC words
like lamp, milk, and tent, CCVC words like spot, trap, and grin, as well as more complex words including CCVCC and CCCVCC patterns like stamp, trust,
sprint, and twist. They should be able to read and spell a wide range of decodable words using the phonemes taught in Phases 2, 3, and 4, along with high-
frequency words, including both decodable and tricky words from previous phases and some new tricky words. Children should be developing confidence in
reading and writing simple sentences using their phonics knowledge, such as “The frog jumps in the pond.” They should also be able to spell words in a
phonetically plausible way, even if not always fully correct—for example, writing “sprint” correctly or as “sprent.” Additionally, they should recognise and begin

to spell Phase 4 tricky words that are not yet fully decodable, such as said, have, like, so, do, come, some, were, there, little, one, when, out, and what.
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Phonics Year 1

By the end of Phase 5 phonics, Year 1 children should be able to read and spell a much wider range of words with increased fluency and accuracy. They will
have learned that many phonemes can be spelled in more than one way (e.qg., the /ai/ sound can be spelled as aj, ay, a-e) and that many graphemes can
represent more than one sound (e.g., ow in snow and cow). They should confidently apply their phonics knowledge to decode unfamiliar words and to read
and spell words with alternative spellings for known sounds. Children will also be able to read and spell an extended list of tricky words that are not completely



decodable, such as people, water, could, and many. By this stage, they should be able to read and write more complex sentences with growing accuracy and
fluency, preparing them for the Year 1 Phonics Screening Check and for the transition to more advanced spelling patterns in Year 2.
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Year 2

By the end of Year 2, children should be confident and fluent readers who can decode most unfamiliar words using their phonics knowledge and read a wide
range of high-frequency and tricky words automatically. They should be able to spell words accurately by applying phonics, spelling patterns, and suffix rules,
and they should use this knowledge in their independent writing. Children should be capable of writing coherent sentences with correct punctuation and
grammar, and their reading should show increasing fluency, expression, and comprehension. Children are prepared for more advanced spelling and grammar
work in Key Stage 2.
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